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Dolav DFLC – Hygienic Folding 
Large Container – Heavy Duty
IT STACKS, TIPS, FOLDS & HOLDS 750KG 
IN 600 LITRES – MAX STACK 3750KG

DOLAV UK Ltd
Web: www.uk.dolav-news.com  
Tel: 01953 889422 Email: info@dolav-uk.co.uk

FDA approved for direct food contact  
Perforated or solid sides & base
1200x1000x740 Folds-in-half to 375mm 
Solid, single-skin mouldings easy to clean

Caterpillar Inc. (NYSE: 
CAT) has announced 
its board of directors 

has appointed Tony Fassino a 
company vice president. Fassino 
will have responsibility for 
leading Caterpillar’s Building 
Construction Products (BCP) 
Division. BCP is a global 
organization responsible for 
designing, manufacturing and 
supporting Caterpillar’s line of 
small, versatile construction 
equipment and work tools. 
Fassino replaces Ken Hoefl ing, 
who recently departed 
Caterpillar to pursue other 
opportunities.

“Tony brings great product 
knowledge and a strong focus 
on quality to this role, which 
combined with his deep 
marketing and dealer background, 
make him ideally suited to 
lead BCP,” said Bob De Lange, 
Caterpillar group president of 
Construction Industries. “Tony 
is also known as a collaborative 
leader who makes fact-based 
decisions with a determination 
to help our customers 
succeed.”Most recently, Fassino 
has been the general manager for 
Caterpillar’s forestry products 
group. Much of his more than 
20 years with Caterpillar has 
been spent in roles of increasing 
responsibilities within the 
company’s marketing and dealer 
support groups. Fassino also 
spent fi ve years based in Japan 

Caterpillar 
Announces Offi cer 
Appointment

as a new product introduction 
manager for hydraulic excavators.

Fassino holds a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree in mechanical 
engineering from Bradley 
University. He will assume his 
new role effective March 1, 2018.

Cumbria plant and 
machinery dealers, 
Taylor & Braithwaite 

has recently added to the team 
and appointed a new sales 
representative for the company’s 
expanding sales boundaries.

T&B’s portfolio includes major 
brands including Hyundai 
Construction Equipment, 
Maximus, Pronar and the latest 
addition to the company’s 
increasing portfolio, Rubble 
Master. The Hyundai brand 
represents the largest increase 
in sales for T&B as its sales 
catchment area expands.

Having previously covered 
Northumberland, Tyne and 
Wear, Cumbria, Durham, North 
Yorkshire and Lancashire - 
T&B’S proven track record with 
its large customer base - has led 
to its expansion into East and 
West Yorkshire. The company 
now cover all of the North of 
England.

T&B’s director, Ian Burton 
Said, “With the expansion and 
the continuing success of the 
Hyundai brand, we thought that 
this would be perfect timing 
to add a new member to our 
team. Bev will be covering 
East and West Yorkshire selling 
and promoting the Hyundai 
range to both new and existing 
customers in addition to 
introducing T&B into the new 
sales area. Bev brings a wealth 
of experience with her and we 

are very much looking forward 
to gaining from her experience 
and vast knowledge of the 
construction machinery industry 
– she is an excellent addition to 
the team.”

Bev previously worked for 
Caterpillar dealer, Finning UK, 
for almost 17-years – for the 
majority of that time she was a 
specialist in the used equipment 
area and her responsibilities 
included handling trade-ins, 
dealers and retail sales.

Bev Walker joins the 
Taylor & Braithwaite team 
as the new Hyundai sales 
representative in the North

Bev said, “I am really excited 
about the challenge of a new 
company and change of role, 
T&B have an excellent set up 
and Hyundai is a respected 
brand. The company is also well 
established in their current 
territories.” 

“I am ambitious and looking 
forward to taking T&B forward 
and growing both the company 
and Hyundai’s market share in 
the region.”
www.t-and-b.co.uk
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One of the UK’s leading 
manufacturer of trailers, 
the company has a 

reputation for innovation and 
designs and builds all vehicles at 
its 38-acre base in Altrincham. 
 
Apprentices learn about all sides 
of the business during their two-
year apprenticeship and have a 
chance to progress afterwards to 
gain further qualifications. 
 
The scheme, which started 
in 2012, was the brainchild of 
Cartwright Chairman Peter 
Cartwright who wanted to 
keep a stream of talent flowing 
into the engineering sector 
and which has been at the core 
of the continuing Cartwright 
success story. Named last 
year in Centrica’s top 100 

Altrincham-based 
trailer manufacturer 
award-winning 
scheme continues to 
expand

Apprenticeship employers, 
Cartwright also scooped 
Apprenticeship of the Year in the 
Commercial Motor Awards 2017. 
 
One of the first apprentices 
to join Cartwright was Josh 
Redfern, who went on to win 
Apprentice of the Year in the 
Made in Manchester Awards 
and in the Commercial Motor 
Awards. He is now being 
supported by Cartwright in a 
part-time engineering degree 
at Manchester Metropolitan 
University. 
 
Last year the company took on 
a record 33 apprentices and 
launched two new specialised 
apprenticeships, in painting and 
in welding. Cartwright Chairman 
Peter Cartwright said: “We know 

there are lots of talented and 
enthusiastic young people out 
there who would like to build 
a good career and engineering 
offers a rewarding career with 
challenges and satisfactions. 
 
“We are constantly innovating 
and investing across our business, 
for example our new plant for 
refrigerated trailers, and there 
will be plenty of opportunities 
to grow with the company and 
contribute to a vibrant part of 
the local economy. 
“We would like to hear from 
young people who want to 
pursue a career in engineering 
and they should not be put off 
if their skills are more practical 
than academic – we hold our 
own selection process that 
includes practical aptitude tests.” 

Cartwright will shortly 
be launching its latest 
recruitment drive to 
offer another 30 young 
people the chance to 
train on its award-winning 
apprenticeship scheme.

 
During National Apprenticeship 
Week (5th-9th March) the 
company was among those 
showcasing opportunities at the 
Open Day organised by SETA 
Training and Advisory Services in 
Stockport on Wednesday, March 
7th. 
 
Cartwright will launch its 
apprenticeship recruitment drive 
officially on April 9th. 
 
Cartwright’s two-year 
apprenticeships are tailored to 
the company’s requirements 
and are designed to encourage 
school and college leavers to 
develop a range of both work 
and social skills, including 
working in a team, to lay the 
foundations for a future career in 
engineering. 

 
Apprentices are rotated 
around each of the disciplines 
in Cartwright’s factory and are 
mentored under a buddy system 
in which they are paired up with 
an experienced member of staff. 
They are also assigned a 2nd/3rd 
year apprentice as a mentor they 
can approach for help. 
 
After their apprenticeship and 
dependent on performance 
and on their selected area of 
speciality, there is an opportunity 
to study for higher qualifications. 
 
Cartwright is an expanding 
company with a Group turnover 
exceeding £140 million and 
household name customers 
including Asda, Royal Mail, Pets at 
Home and Poundworld.
www.cartwright-group.co.uk
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TotalKare 
champions vocational 
learning with another 
apprentice appointment

The UK’s number one 
provider of heavy-duty 
vehicle lifting solutions 

has reinforced its commitment 
to developing its own staff by 
taking on another apprentice. 
 
TotalKare, which works with 
commercial vehicle workshops 
and bus and coach operators 
across the UK, has recruited 
Joe Snipe as its latest employee 
meaning that 10% of the firm’s 
current workforce have joined 
the business as apprentices 
The 18 year-old joins as an 
Apprentice Factory Engineer 
after hearing about the 
company’s impressive reputation 
for developing staff and to 
satisfy his natural talent for 
using his hands to fix things. 
 
From September this year, he 
will be attending Dudley College 
whilst working at the Halesowen 
site and is keen to earn whilst 
he learns…potentially all the 

way to degree level without 
the associated debt of going to 
University. 
 
“I’m very practical so an 
apprenticeship offers an ideal 
opportunity to learn new skills 
that I can apply straight away 
in the workshop,” explained 
Joe, who went to Bishop Milner 
School in Dudley. 
“Earning money straight away 
is also important and will allow 
me to do the things I like doing 
outside of work. I also like 
the fact that there is plenty of 
opportunity to progress through 
the business.” 
 
The latest appointment is the 
fifth apprentice TotalKare has 
taken on since 2013 and comes 
during National Apprenticeship 
Week 2018. Four of the young 
people have subsequently 
gone on to complete their 
apprenticeships and hold down 
full-time positions across the 

business in positions including 
Field Engineer, Service Engineer 
and Sales Executive. 
 
George Jackson started at the 
firm when he was 16 as an 
engineer and, having completed 
his apprenticeship, decided to 
try his hand as a Field Engineer. 
After two years doing that 
he was welcomed back in to 
his current role as Factory 
Supervisor. 
 
“My apprenticeship was exciting 
and I learnt different skills 
throughout the experience, 
progressing a lot quicker than 
my peers that decided to take 
the University route,” added 
George. 
 
“TotalKare even paid for more 
courses in electrics, health and 
safety and first aid qualifications 
to help me develop and this will 
undoubtedly help me in the rest 
of my career.” 

 
Over £25,000 is spent on staff 
development every year on a 
mix of external courses and 
internal training, whilst a newly 
introduced mentoring scheme 
is helping fast-track potential 
managers of the future. 
 
Recently, the company has 
introduced project-based 
development where selected 
employees are each tasked with 
identifying an aspect of the 
business where improvements 
can be made, with a financial 
target provided for scale. 

 
This encourages individuals to 
engage with different areas of 
the business and to act on their 
own initiative, making them 
more commercially aware of the 
wider issues and the role they 
play. 
 
Tristan Johnston, Project and 
Systems Manager, concluded: 
“Although our business is 
supplying mobile column lifts, 
fixed four and two posts lifts 
and forklifter systems, people 
continue to be our greatest 
asset and we are always looking 

at injecting new talent into the 
team. 
 
“Joe is the first apprentice we 
have taken on this year, but we 
have plans to potentially recruit 
another two or three more 
between now and the end of 
2018.” 
 
For further information, please 
visit:
www.totalkare.co.uk or follow 
@totalkare on twitter. 
Picture: (l-r) Joe Snipe and 
George Jackson
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A leading UK transport 
and third-party logistics 
specialist has heaped 

praise upon a highly commended 
staff member who has been 
ever-present throughout their 
history. 
 
Roland Jackson, depot manager 
at The Pink Link in Huddersfield 
- a member of Palletways, 
Europe’s largest and fastest 
growing express palletised 
freight network - was runner-up 
for ‘Employee of the Year’ at the 
Huddersfield Examiner Business 
Awards. 
 
Since starting with the company 
in 1991 as a nightshift operator, 
Roland’s skills, strengths and 
uncompromising desire to 
deliver a quality service to 
customers have been the 
foundation for his continual 
growth through the business. 
 
In its quest for growth, The Pink 
Link has devoted much of the 
past twelve months to improving 
operational and business 
efficiencies. Roland has been the 
hub of this activity, coupling his 
extensive understanding of the 
business, gleaned from working 
for the company for the past 26 
years, with his natural ability to 
motivate and lead people. 
 
In 2017, The Pink Link helped 
to move a record breaking 
5.4 million pallets around 
the Palletways UK network, 
marking the biggest year since 
the network’s launch in 1994. 
This year’s figure beat the 
previous year by over 300,000 
pallets - with significant input 
from members like The Pink 
Link. Paul Ince, joint managing 

director at The Pink Link, 
commented; “Roland is highly 
respected, not only within The 
Pink Link, but across the whole 
of the Palletways network. He 
has remained devoted to the 
company throughout his career 
here and treats every customer 
penny and company penny as if 
his own. He is the epitome of 
the company man.” 
 
Vicki Davenport, fellow joint 
managing director, added: 
“Roland is the heartbeat of 
The Pink Link. The company’s 
extensive and loyal customer 
base is testament to Roland’s 
constant strive for perfection; 
where nothing is ever too 
much trouble whatever the 
circumstances or challenge. 
 
“Working with Roland for 26 
years has been the greatest 
pleasure, and the unsurprising 
praise he is lauded with from 
both internal and external 
people around The Pink Link is 
testimony to his contribution 
not only to the business, but 
to the careers and lives of 
everyone he has worked with.” 
 
The Pink Link is one of over 
110 independent transport 
providers that are part of the 
Palletways UK network. They 
benefit from shared expertise 
and resources from within the 
group to deliver consignments 
of palletised freight to market 
faster and more cost effectively 
than ever before. The Palletways 
Group comprises 400 depots 
and 17 hub operations, through 
which it provides collection and 
distribution services across 20 
European countries, including 
the UK.

Runner-up Roland is the 
pride of The Pink Link
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The Manitou Group is a 
global market leader in 
rough-terrain handling. It 

designs, manufactures, distributes 
and services equipment for 
construction, agriculture and 
industry. The Group’s product 
ranges include all-terrain 
fixed, rotating and heavy-duty 
telehandlers, all-terrain, semi-
industrial and industrial masted 
forklifts, wheeled or tracked 
skid-steer loaders, access 
platforms, truck-mounted 
forklifts, warehousing equipment 
and attachments. 

Manitou appoints 
Mark Ormond as 
Managing Director 
of Manitou UK Ltd

 
Mark brings significant 
experience in the management 
of capital equipment suppliers 
in the UK and ROI, specifically 
within the agricultural sector. 
Most recently he was Managing 
Director of the UK subsidiary 
of SAME Deutz-Fahr which sells 
and supports SAME tractors 
and Deutz-Fahr tractors and 
combines throughout the UK 
and Republic of Ireland. He 
has previously managed UK 
subsidiaries of other leading 
European manufacturers, and 
has spent time in the dealer 

side of the industry. He is the 
current President (2017-2018) 
of the Agricultural Engineers 
Association. 
“I am delighted to join Manitou 
and look forward to working 
with the team, and with our 
dealer network, to continue the 
great success of the brand in the 
UK and Irish market,” says Mark. 
“My background is agriculture 
but I look forward to learning 
about the construction and 
industrial sectors, and to seeing 
how I can add value to this highly 
successful company”.

Hyster Europe has 
launched a new series 
of compact stacker 

trucks for stacking, storing, 
transporting or picking in tight 
spaces. 
 
“The new Hyster® stackers are 
easy to control and manoeuvre 
in applications where there isn’t 
much room, particularly in small 
aisles,” says Monica Radavelli, 
Warehouse Product Manager 
for Hyster Europe. “The 
versatile S1.0E-1.2E series can 
lift up to 1.2 tonnes to 2.38m, 
or reach heights of up to 4.18m 
with lighter loads. The stackers 
offer reliability, while keeping 
costs under control and using 
less energy.” 
 
Supermarkets or retail 
operations, for example DIY 
stores, are expected to benefit 
from improved productivity in 
storage areas with operators 
storing and retrieving goods 
faster, with less product damage. 
 
“The new Hyster® compact 
stacker trucks have multiple 
uses and are ideal for 
transporting goods to or 
from a receiving dock or 

marshalling area, kitting or 
assembly operations, production 
processes, or line feed 
operations,” Monica says. “Forks 
can also be adjusted to an 
ergonomic working height for 
order picking.” 
 
Operators can work faster 
thanks to good visibility through 
the mast, and can clearly see the 
load arms when collecting and 
depositing loads. Precise lifting 
controls further contribute 
to faster cycles and less 
product damage. Travel speed is 
restricted to 6 km/h. 
 
The stacker truck benefits 
from a robust design for the 
frame and covers. Sealed 

connectors and high levels of 
ingress protection on electrical 
components contribute to 
overall reliability, as expected 
from all Hyster® equipment, and 
the models are easy to service. 
 
Available with a 1-stage FFL 
(Full Free Lift) or 2-stage NFL 
(Non-Free Lift) mast, Hyster 
Europe offers a number of 
customisation options including 
key pad access, cold store 
versions, several load and 
drive wheels, Hyster Tracker 
with either wireless access or 
wireless monitoring functionality, 
and more. 
 
For further information, visit 
www.hyster.eu.

NEW COMPACT 
STACKERS 
FROM
HYSTER
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Material handling 
specialists B&B 
Attachments knows 

that every forklift attachment 
requires regular maintenance 
to ensure that it performs at 
its optimum levels. Maintenance 
is essential to prevent issues 
before they affect productivity. It 
also helps prolong longevity and 
keeps the attachment safe and 
compliant to legislation. 
 
The number of attachments 
covered under B&B service 
contracts has grown significantly 
over the last year, with new 
national service contracts 
in place with major forklift 
companies throughout the 
UK. To support the growth of 
B&B’s after sales service and 
the additional demand for new 
contracts, B&B’s team of fully 
trained service technicians, 
engineers and administration 
team has also grown. The 
expanded field based team of 
22 operate from service vans 
which are based strategically 
throughout the UK. Each 
B&B service van is a mobile 
workshop fully equipped with 

test equipment, hose making 
equipment to allow most repairs 
to be carried out on-site. 
 
The B&B Service Engineer Team 
are able to carry out a range 
of diagnostic checks on specific 
types of attachments on-site to 
ensure that equipment is always 
at its optimum performance 
level. B&B’s service contracts 
ensure that a “competent 
person” completes the 
maintenance requirements on all 
types of standard and specialist 
attachments. 
 
B&B offers a range of flexible 
service options to suit site and 
contract needs. Its fully inclusive 
service contracts allow essential 
preventative maintenance to be 
carried out at a set fixed cost 
for the period of the contract. 
This service contract includes 
the cost of any call outs and 
any replacement parts required, 
with the exception of keg clamp 
tines, forks, rubber pads and any 
damage, misuse and abuse of 
the attachment. A fully inclusive 
service contract ensures 
attachments are regularly 

maintained to the manufactures 
recommendation, whilst also 
increasing productivity by 
preventing downtime. 
 
B&B Attachments also offers 
a pay as you go maintenance 
option where the customer 
can pay for each service and 
examination as it is completed. 
All the costs are discussed 
and agreed with the service 
team and aligned to suit the 
customers’ budget. 
 
The variety of preventative 
maintenance, service and repair 
plans available from B&B ensures 
that the service support team 
will help its customers’ choose, 
with confidence, the best 
service plan for their individual 
requirement and budget. The 
B&B team will ensure to find 
a plan to match any business 
need. Its customers’ can be safe 
in the knowledge that every 
B&B engineer is dedicated to 
maximising the uptime of a fleet. 
Please contact B&B Attachments 
Service and Support Team for 
more information
www.bandbattachments.com

B&B Attachments 
Expands Service Team
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Toyota supports the 
food and beverage 
industry at 
Foodex 2018

Toyota Material Handling 
UK will be displaying a 
range of equipment ideal 

for use in the food supply chain 
at Foodex 2018 at the NEC, 
Birmingham, 16th - 18th April 
2018. 
 
On stand K260, Toyota will be 
showcasing a range of trucks 
ideal for transporting goods 
in the processing, packing and 
logistics sectors. 
 
The Toyota team will be on stand 
to speak to visitors about their 
materials handling requirements 
and provide them with advice on 
which trucks may best suit their 
operation. 
 
On display will be the BT Lifter 
stainless steel hand pallet truck, 
specially designed to meet 
the high demands in hygiene-
related applications and the BT 
Levio LWE130 powered pallet 
truck, perfect for applications 
in confined areas such as retail, 
shops, supermarkets and on-
board delivery vehicles. 
 
Toyota will also be showcasing 
the BT Staxio SWE080L 
pedestrian stacker truck which 

is designed for light to heavy-
duty stacking operations and 
the Traigo 24 counterbalance 
electric forklift, which is a highly 
manoeuvrable truck ideal for 
working in tight areas. 
 
Visitors will also be able to 
pick up information on the BT 
Radioshuttle semi-automated 
load carrier that is designed to 
transport goods in and out of 
storage tunnels within specially 
designed racking. It can be guided 
with a remote control, while the 
placement and retrieval of pallets 
is achieved by using a reach truck 
or a counterbalance forklift, 
enabling high-density storage and 
a maximised number of pallet 
locations, saving space and cost. 

 
Jon Buckley, Commercial 
Director at Toyota Material 
Handling UK explains “We 
are delighted to once again be 
supporting the food and drink 
industry at Foodex. Exhibiting 
at the show provides an ideal 
opportunity for us to showcase 
our comprehensive product 
range, including our hand pallet 
trucks, electric counterbalance 
forklifts and our automated 
trucks, which are all ideal for use 
in this industry.” 

Visit Toyota at Foodex 2018 
(Stand K260) on the 16th - 18th 
April 2018. To find out more call 
0370 850 1409 or visit 

www.toyota-forklifts.co.uk

Mentor FLT Training will join the 
Fork Lift Truck Association for 
a must-see seminar on forklift 
safety fundamentals at The 
Health and Safety Event NEC in 
April. 
 
Forming part of the Safer 
Logistics programme, the joint 
presentation entitled, ‘Forklift 
training essentials and practical 
segregation”, will be delivered 
by FLTA CEO Peter Harvey and 
Mentor FLT Training MD Stuart 
Taylor. 
 
The speakers are returning by 
popular demand and this year 
turn their attention to the 
three essential elements of lift 
truck training required by the 
industry’s definitive guide, the 
Approved Code of Practice 
(L117). 
 
Breaking down each element 
(Basic, Specific Job and 
Familiarisation), the duo will 
explain how each can be applied 
on site to ensure companies 
comply with the law, while 
keeping staff safe and productive. 
 
In addition, the pair will offer 
a simple solution to ensure 
forklifts and pedestrians stay a 
safe distance apart: reducing the 
risk of accidents and serious 
injuries in the workplace. 
 
Stuart Taylor adds: “Not only 
is it easy to implement, its 
universal, non-verbal approach 
makes it a valuable tool for 

staff, managers, customers and 
visitors at companies of all 
types and sizes. And, thanks 
to a free resource pack we’ve 
made available to employers, it 
costs nothing more than your 
commitment to improve safety 
standards.” 
 
The seminar takes place on 
Wednesday 11th April in the 
Safer Logistics Theatre and 
Feature Area, as part of The 
Health and Safety Event. 
Held at the Birmingham NEC, 
the Health and Safety Event runs 
from 10th to 12th April. The 
event offers a great opportunity 
to network and get the latest 
advice and guidance from 
industry experts. 
 
Registration is free; to learn 
more about The Health and 
Safety Event and get your free 
ticket, visit: 
www.healthandsafetyevents.
co.uk.

Update your lift 
truck know-how 
at H & S Event 
with Mentor and 
FLTA 
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New standards have called 
for increased safety 
performance levels 

for certain driver awareness 
systems in Zone 2 hazardous 
areas. The recent changes 
to EN1755* affect chemical 
companies, whisky distilleries and 
any manufacturing or logistics 
business using a system to alert 
lift truck drivers to the presence 
of an explosive atmosphere. 
 
“In Zone 2 hazardous areas, 
an explosive atmosphere is 
not likely to occur in normal 
operation,” says Rob Vesty from 
safety company Pyroban. “If it 
does occur, it will persist for a 
short time only, possibly due 
to an accident, which is why 
forklift driver awareness is so 
important.” 
 
Zone 2 areas are usually storage 
areas in which flammable liquids 
or gas is contained in sealed 
drums, tins or IBCs and where 
forklift trucks are widely used. 
For example, to transport 
bottled gas or materials in gas 
cylinder filling operations, or at 
distribution centres. 

 
“ATEX** compliant lift trucks 
are usually specified featuring 
an active gas detection system 
which alerts the driver visually 
and audibly,” he says. “But the 
standards have become even 
more stringent and this has led 
to Pyroban investing in a two-
year change programme to meet 
the new requirements.” 
 
EN1755:2015 is a European 
standard that supersedes 
EN1755:2000 and became 
mandatory from November 
2017, affecting the technical 
makeup of all ATEX 2014/34/
EU truck conversions. It has 
led to changes to any device or 
controller carrying out a safety 
function, which includes the gas 
detection systems that alert 
the driver. The systems now 
need to fulfil the requirements 
of PLr=C*** in accordance 
with EN ISO 13849-1**** 
or SIL 1 in accordance with 
EN61508-1*****. This has 
affected the technical design of 
Pyroban’s system6000™. 
 
system6000 incorporates gas 
detection to continuously 

Lift truck driver 
awareness 
systems have 
changed 

monitor the direct environment 
around the protected equipment. 
When a mixture of flammable 
gas or vapour in air is detected, 
system6000 gives an audible 
and visual warning to the driver 
at 10% Lower Explosive Limit 
(LEL) propane in air. At 25% LEL 
it shuts down the protected 
equipment, automatically 
eliminating the risk of an 
explosion. 
 
Pyroban’s system6000 combines 
gas detection with various 
explosion protection methods 
such as restricted breathing 
enclosures, stainless steel 
cladding of forks and surface 
temperature cooling to ensure 
the engine, motors, brakes, 
electrics and other components 
remain below the auto-ignition 
temperatures of flammable 
materials. 
 
The system complements the 
latest technologies seen in lift 
truck design including energy 
performance and ergonomics, 
and is suitable for all types of 
materials handling equipment 
such as VNA, pallet, picking, 

counterbalance and reach truck 
designs. system6000 was also 
developed to work with other 
types of mobile equipment such 
as cranes and access platforms. 
This means that businesses can 
work with their usual forklift 
supplier and receive almost all of 
the performance benefits of the 
most up to date forklift models 
with full ATEX 2014/34/EU 
compliance. 
 
In addition to the systems that 
alert the driver, EN1755 changes 
have affected tyre, seat, battery 
and other ancillary product 
requirements. Service engineers 
also need to be trained for the 
new requirements. 
 
“Driver awareness is an 
important safety factor in Zone 
2 as the explosive atmosphere 
is not expected,” says Rob. “In 
Zone 1 applications, passive 
protection is used as trucks need 
to operate through the explosive 
atmosphere. EN1755 also applies 
to these conversions.” 
 
Pyroban’s Zone 1 conversions 
include explosion proof Exd 

enclosures, surface temperature 
limitation on motors, brakes, 
electrics and other components, 
Exd or Exe motors, Exi 
intrinsically safe circuits, Exm 
encapsulation and more. Diesel 
trucks also feature air inlet shut 
off valves and water-cooled 
exhaust gas coolers. 
 
“We are encouraging those 
responsible and liable for placing 
explosion protected forklift 
trucks on the market, and users, 
to talk to Pyroban directly to 
understand how these changes 
affect them,” says Rob.
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The ideal forklift 
solution at the 
CV Show

Users can trade in any 
used industrial printer, 
deducting its scrappage 

value from the price of any new 
Zebra printer they purchase
‘Renovotec rugged printer 
scrappage scheme’ offers an 
effective user discount of up to 
30% on a new Zebra printer
Preventative remote fault 
monitoring included with many 
models

“The scheme enables supply 
chain users to leverage their 
assets by setting the scrappage 
value of their used industrial 
printers against the cost of 
super-productive, more energy-
effi cient Zebra models” says 
Renovotec managing director 
Richard Gilliard
Renovotec, the UK’s fastest 

growing independent rugged 
hardware, software and services 
provider for warehousing and 
distribution, manufacturing and 
retail companies is launching 
a ‘Renovotec rugged printer 
scrappage scheme’ that allows 
supply chain users to trade 
in any used industrial printer, 
deducting its scrappage value 
from the price of any new 
Zebra printer – an effective 
user discount of up to 30% say 
Renovotec.

Renovotec includes after-sales 
support with all Zebra printers 
it sells. For many models 
this can include preventative 
remote fault monitoring that 
identifi es and even anticipates 
printer problems before they 
arise, slashing downtime and 

improving productivity by a 
typical 20% say Renovotec.

“The scheme allows supply 
chain users to leverage their 
assets by setting the scrappage 
value of their used industrial 
printers against the cost of 
super-productive, more energy-
effi cient Zebra models” says 
Renovotec managing director 
Richard Gilliard. “Zebra’s 
industrial printers are designed 
for rugged, often extreme 
environments. They are built to 
withstand challenging industrial 
conditions and can meet high-
volume production needs. They 
also enable state-of-the-art 
remote monitoring to maximise 
up-time” Richard Gilliard adds.

www.renovotec.com

Renovotec launches 
rugged printer scrappage scheme

The Flexi range of 
articulated forklift trucks 
from Narrow Aisle Ltd 

is the ideal choice for haulage 
specialists who also provide 
warehousing and storage 
facilities.

And Narrow Aisle Ltd will be 
highlighting a number of products 
from the Flexi range on its stand 
at the forthcoming CV Show.

On display, for example, will be 
the Flexi AC 1200 - the most 
popular articulated warehouse 
truck in Europe.

Easy to operate and popular with 
lift truck drivers, the Flexi AC 
1200 increases usable storage 
space by between 25 and 50 
per cent, and because – like all 
models in the Flexi range – it is 
able to load and unload lorries 
and deliver pallets directly to the 
racking in a single operation, it 
eliminates the need to operate a 
counterbalanced machine outside 
and a reach truck inside the 
store which slashes forklift fl eet 
costs.

Also highlighted at the CV 
Show will be the Flexi Easi-
Change - a new intelligent forklift 
truck battery charging and 
management system that further 
improves lift truck fl eet effi ciency 
for users of battery-powered 
Flexi articulated trucks.

Narrow Aisle Ltd operates a 
global parts store from where 
product distribution and 
aftersales back-up is provided to 
Flexi users in over 60 countries 
around the world.
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Pallet-dependent businesses 
need a measured response 
to the extreme timber 

shortages and price rises hitting 
the UK. 
 
Jim Hardisty, Managing Director 
of Goplasticpallets.com, said 
a rapid increase in enquiries 
for plastic pallets in recent 
weeks could be attributed to 
low timber supplies, which 
have been referred to by the 
Timber Packaging and Pallet 
Confederation (TIMCON) 
as having reached “an 
unprecedented level”. 
 
Jim commented: “This is the 
second time in four years a 
severe shortage of timber has 
impacted those using wooden 
pallets. Prices for pallet timber 
have risen consecutively for 
more than a year and a half and 

those hikes are being felt by the 
customer. This is not the scene of 
a sustainable or stable market. 
 
“The durability of plastic pallets 
– many of which are made from 
recycled material – makes them 
the ultimate choice to combat 
this unsteady scenario. Since 
2014, when we were last hearing 
warnings about dramatic timber 
price rises, thousands upon 
thousands of wooden pallets 
would have been repaired, 
reused and retired. In that time, 
thousands upon thousands of 
multi-use plastic pallets have 
stayed in circulation, providing 
excellent return on investment. 
Throughout that period, the cost 
of recycled plastic pallets has 
remained consistent. 
 
“When plastic pallets reach 
the end of their life, they can 

Measured thinking needed 
in ‘Unprecedented’ 
Timber Shortage

be reground. They then begin 
their time again as a new pallet, 
offering many more years of 
service as a durable, hygienic and 
cost-effective solution.” 
 
High demand for timber globally 
and low Baltic timber supply 
due to unseasonable weather 
conditions are just two of the 
reasons behind the current 
shortage. Subsidies have also 
seen the biomass industry buying 
up small log supplies which 
would otherwise have been 
destined for use in new wooden 
pallets. 
 
Goplasticpallets.com is the UK’s 
leading independent supplier of 
plastic pallets with 160 different 
varieties to choose from, many 
available for next day delivery.

www.goplasticpallets.com

RUD Chains is 
a leading 
manufacturer 

of lifting and lashing equipment 
that helps guarantee ultimate 
safety when lifting and lashing 
heavy loads. Their innovative 
Lashing Points help ensure 
maximum safety when 
transporting heavy machinery 
& loads, as well as reducing 
costs to potentially damaged 
goods. Most importantly the 
appropriate lashing equipment 
helps avoid accidents with loads 
moving and sliding when in 
transit. 
 
It is a compulsory requirement 
for the responsible person 
of a vehicle to ensure that 
loads are secure with the 
appropriate lashing chains and 
applications. Ensuring that all 
loads are secured correctly will 
most importantly help avoid 
accidents, protect the people 
loading, unloading and driving 
the vehicle, road users and 
pedestrians. 
 
RUD Lashing Points provide a 
lashing capacity from 3,000 to 
32,000 daN and are typically 
used across a variety of 
sectors from lashing for MOD 
applications to heavy and 
abnormal loads for road haulage, 
load beds, cargo, offshore, rail, 
construction and plant to name 
a few. 
 
One of RUD’s latest lashing 
points is the L-VLBG which 
offers the ultimate solution for 
safety in lashing heavy loads. The 
innovative lashing point rotates 
360° in all directions and the 
suspension ring pivots 180°. The 

lashing point is clearly marked 
with the lashing capacity for all 
loading directions (LC marking 
in daN). 
The LPW lashing point is 
designed to RUD VIP quality 
and offers up to 50% increased 
lashing capacity compared with 
the standard design. The welding 
block is marked with the 
permitted lashing capacity “LC” 
in daN. It offers a full loading 
capacity in all loading directions, 

a safety factor of 2:1 and is 
operational to temperatures as 
low as -20°. 
 
For ultimate safety when 
transporting heavy and abnormal 
loads, RUD Lashing Points offer 
the perfect solution. 
 
For more information please 
call 01227 276 611 Email: Katie.
crane@rud.co.uk or visit 
www.rud.co.uk

The importance of top 
quality Lashing Points 
when transporting heavy loads
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Now available from HBM 
– a market leader in 
the field of test and 

measurement - is the new digital 
C16i load cell, which has been 
designed to simplify off-centre 
compression. 
 
Following on from the successful 
C16a analogue cell from HBM, 
the C16i is designed to precisely 
measure heavy loads of up to 60 
tonnes with an accuracy class of 
C3 and C4. 
 
For ideal data transmission, 
measurement data is converted 
into a stable RS485 signal 
(4-wire) in the sensor, which 
enables users to directly 
communicate with each load 
cell in the system. In addition, 
the load cell is self-sufficient for 
optimal load introduction. 
 
Manufactured in stainless steel 
with a protection class of 
IP68/69K, the robust C16i is 

suitable for a range of static 
weighing applications which 
include bridge and truck scales, 
or for the level measurement 
of industrial containers. A 
uniform design also means that 
existing scales can be easily and 
conveniently retrofitted. 
 
Easy operation of a weighing 
system is a must, especially 
when it comes to vehicle scales 
with many loading operations 
every day. Compatible with 
the DIS2116 digital weighing 
indicator, users can quickly and 
easily change relevant settings, 
meaning electronic off-centre 
load compensation is performed 
easily and accurately at high 
reproducibility, which offers 
significant time and cost savings. 
 
Contact: HBM United Kingdom 
Ltd - tel no 0208 515 6000, 
email – info@hbm.com & web – 

www.hbm.com.

New intelligent C16i load 
cell from HBM has all the 
answers!

International automotive parts 
supplier HELLA has ordered 
an automatic mini-load 

warehouse from TGW Logistics 
for a new intralogistics centre 
in Shanghai - the first order to 
be placed in China since the 
opening of a TGW production 
unit in the country. 
 
HELLA specialises in innovative 
lighting systems and electronic 
equipment for vehicles and has 
worked in the automotive and 
aftermarket industries for over 
100 years. The new centre will 
help enhance the family-run 
global operator's production 
capacities and production times 
significantly and will enable the 
business to accommodate future 
growth. 
 
TGW will supply a six-aisle 
mini-load warehouse with 
around 120,000 storage 
locations, operated by six 
Mustang storage and retrieval 
machines. The lightweight 

construction design of TGW's 
Mustangs, combined with 
the standard use of energy 
recovery modules and an energy 
consumption oriented axis 
control, makes the machines 
extremely energy-efficient 
compared to other providers. 
 
TGW's highly flexible and 
scalable KingDrive® technology 
will provide the conveying 
system for the new installation 
and will serve as a connection 
between an existing building and 
the new facility. 
 
The small-parts warehouse 
will be equipped with seven 
workstations. TGW will also 
provide the IT and control 
systems for the centre, as 
well as the warehouse control 
system, which will deliver real-
time management of all storages, 
relocations and retrievals in the 
warehouse. 
 
The new systems will enable 

HELLA to increase its 
productivity, shorten delivery 
times, decrease error rates and 
meet important production 
demands, both now and in the 
future. The mini-load warehouse 
will also store raw materials for 
the production lines as well as 
finished goods for delivery. 
 
HELLA has also agreed a 
Lifetime Services contract 
with TGW to ensure the best 
possible performance of the 
facility at all times. 
 
"This order is a milestone for 
TGW China and we are excited 
to embark on this project with 
such a prestigious and well-
known customer," says Frank 
Imkamp, Chief Executive Officer 
of TGW China. "Our one-
stop solution is a milestone 
in automated intralogistics 
systems and this project will 
also serve as a benchmark to 
other prospective customers in 
China." www.tgw-group.com

TGW realises first Mustang 
project in China
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Fronius perfect 
charging at CeMAT 2018 
Optimise intralogistics 
costs across the board

Fronius Perfect Charging – 
the charging specialists for 
traction batteries – will be 

presenting its extensive range 
of products and services from 
23-27 April at CeMAT 2018 in 
Hanover. From energy-efficient 
and gentle battery charging 
systems to alternative drive 
technologies, plus charging 
rooms and stations equipped in 
line with the prevailing standards: 
visitors to CeMAT 2018 will 
find the solutions they need 
to sustainably optimise their 
intralogistics operating costs on 
Stand L09 in Hall 26. 

 
Whether you have lead batteries, 
lithium-ion batteries or fuel cells: 
Fronius advises and supports 
operators of forklift trucks to 
find the most cost-effective 
drive technology for their fleet, 
and to implement bespoke 
complete systems. Fronius is an 
international enterprise based 
in Austria, and the technology 
leader in the charging of traction 
and starter batteries. The 
company will be presenting its 
extensive range of products, 
consultancy and support services 
at CeMAT. Visitors to the Fronius 
stand will not only be able to 

discover the pros and cons 
of various drive technologies 
but will also find an expert 
partner in topical matters such 
as energy-efficiency legislation, 
Green Logistics, or rapid and 
opportunity charging. 
 
Among the products on display 
will be the battery charging 
systems of the Selectiva family. 
Incorporating the Ri charging 
process, these chargers from 
Fronius offer the most advanced, 
most efficient and most gentle 
charging process for lead-acid 
batteries on the market today. 

The charging characteristic 
adapts itself to the age, capacity, 
and condition of the battery, 
which reduces both energy 
losses and harmful warming of 
the battery. Users are thus able 
to benefit from much lower 
power consumption figures and 
an extension to the service life 
of their batteries. The Selectiva 
chargers are also compatible 
with lithium-ion batteries. 
 
Fronius helps forklift truck 
dealers provide the most cost-
effective and user-friendly 
configuration of rental forklift 
fleets. The Selectiva chargers are 
flexible enough to allow batteries 
to be charged to varying voltages 
and capacities. Among the 
benefits to rental fleet operators 
and their customers are simple 
and standardised operation, low 
weight, a small footprint and low 
operating costs. Other features, 
such as the web-based evaluation 
of charging cycles and a rugged 
transport box, help prevent 
incorrect operation and damage, 
thus significantly extending the 
service life of the batteries and 
chargers. 

 
Fronius has developed the 
I-SPoT Viewer visualisation tool 
to provide a clear overview 
of all charging data. The 
Viewer provides a graphical 
representation of the battery 
charging cycles and enables 
errors, such as incorrect settings 
on the devices or battery 
defects, to be easily identified 
and rectified. By way of contrast, 
the “Cool Battery Guide Easy” 
information and management 
system enables optimum 
utilisation of the battery pool. 
A control unit, in conjunction 
with an LED strip on every 
charger, intuitively guides the 
user to the battery that has been 
fully charged the longest, thus 
ensuring that all the batteries are 
used with the same frequency 
and have sufficient time to cool 
down. 

 
Fronius is a complete supplier 
and therefore offers its 
customers a range of services. 
These extend from an analysis 
of the current situation and 
the savings potential through 
the planning, design and 
commissioning of the optimum 
charging infrastructure to 
service and maintenance. The 
company’s overriding objective 
is to optimise intralogistics 
processes in a sustainable 
manner and hence to reduce 
costs. Its range covers much 
more than just battery charging 
systems, customised accessories 
such as installation modules and 
battery changing systems are also 
available. 
 

Website: 
www.fronius.com/intralogistics
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Sterti l 
supports Glatfelter 
Lydney with fast-action 
FlexiEdge doors

Glatfelter is a global 
supplier of speciality 
paper and engineered 

products, delivering quality 
service and solutions to a 
diverse portfolio of markets and 
customers. Established in 1948 
in Spring Grove Pennsylvania, 
the company operates from 11 
global sites located in North 
America, Europe and Asia. In 
the UK, Glatfelter operates 
two facilities, the first in Lydney, 
Gloucestershire, which produces 
beverage filtration papers. The 
second facility is in Caerphilly, 
South Wales, which specialises in 
the production and development 
of metallized papers. 
 
The five latest FlexiEdge doors 
to be installed at Glatfelter 
Lydney range in size from 
2410mm wide x 3800mm high 
to 4200mm wide x 5100mm 
high. This broad flexibility 
ensures the best possible 
solution within a variety of 
operational locations and 
environments including 
production, finishing and 

warehousing areas. All the doors 
feature reinforced PVC curtains 
specified in high-visibility Yellow 
RAL 1003 complete with full 
width 800mm vision panels to 
enable safe movement of goods, 
fork lift trucks and personnel. 
 
Offering impressive opening 
speeds up to 2.4 metres per 
second and closing speeds up 
to 1.2 metres per second, the 
Stertil FlexiEdge doors provide 
a number of standard safety 
features. These include a self-
inserting curtain in case of 
accidental collision, a bottom-
edge wireless detector that 
halts all movement in the event 
of striking an obstruction and 
an infrared barrier positioned 
300mm above floor level that, 
when triggered, halts all travel 
and returns the door to its 
raised position. 
 
Four of the doors at Glatfelter 
Lydney are controlled by an 
automatic floor loop that 
detects the presence of fork lift 
trucks whilst the remaining door 

is operated via a key switch 
that restricts access to the 
company’s product finishing area. 
One of the larger doors, model 
M2AW, measures 4200mm wide 
x 5100mm high and serves as an 
external door when the existing 
outer sectional door is open. 
Consequently, the FlexiEdge 
door effectively prevents heat 
loss from the building and the 
entry of dust and insects whilst 
being capable of withstanding 
wind loads in its exposed 
location. 
 
“Our extensive range of 
FlexiEdge fast-action doors 
has been designed to offer the 
highest levels of performance 
and reliability,” says Andy 
Georgiou, General Manager at 
Stertil Door Products. “Offering 
a proven combination of 
durability, flexibility and safety, 
these market-leading doors 
are ideal for use in all kinds of 
applications and environments.”

www.stertil-dockproducts.co.uk  

 

Following the successful use of three 
Stertil fast-action FlexiEdge doors for 
over ten years, Glatfelter Lydney specified 
an additional five doors to help improve 
hygiene and working conditions within 
various areas of its manufacturing facility.
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‘READY, SET, 
GROW’ - NEW 
Thorworld 
loading solution 
prepares 
EBROFROST FOR 
2018
Ebrofrost UK Ltd, the UKs 

leading manufacturer of 
individually quick-frozen 

(IQF) and chilled short cut pasta, 
has improved health and safety 
capabilities while simultaneously 
preparing for an expected 
increase in dispatches and 
deliveries in 2018, through the 
installation of a new Thorworld 
Industries loading bay solution. 
 
Designed and manufactured by 
Thorworld, the project was 
supplied by Thorworld’s agent 
James Corfield of Darmax UK. 
Ebrofrost has had a new loading 
pod, platform and ramp designed 
and built for the European 
company’s UK site in Beckley East 
Sussex; a high care facility, which 

operates with BRC (British Retail 
Consortium) accreditation. 
 
Ebrofrost is part of a multinational 
food group operating in the rice, 
pasta and sauces sectors. The 
sister companies linked to the 
firm have a presence in more 
than 25 countries in Europe, 
North America, Asia and Africa, 
and operate through an extensive 
network of subsidiaries and 
brands. 
 
At the Beckley site, pastas such 
as Penne, Rigatoni, Conchiglie, 
Gramigna and Macaroni are made 
for the UK market; each cooked, 
chilled and packaged ready for 
use in pre-prepared meals. At 
present, the site receives up to 

two full containers of semolina 
a week, packed in 24 x 1mt bulk 
bags, together with up to five 
full articulated lorries of finished 
frozen or chilled products. As 
business continues to grow in 
the UK, Ebrofrost has forecast 
that both its weekly intake and 
outgoing quantities will increase 
throughout 2018. 
 
To better prepare for its New 
Year projection, the company 
chose to research options that 
would successfully imitate the 
loading bay designs that have been 
installed within sister operations 
across Europe; ensuring any new 
equipment would be universally 
compatible with the company’s 
trailers. 
 

This meant, a telescopic, rather 
than hinge lip dock leveller would 
be required at Beckley, together 
with a skilled team of engineers, 
who would have the capabilities 
to create and fulfil an exacting 
loading bay design. Ebrofrost 
sought out Thorworld Industries, 
a Derbyshire-based specialist 
in the manufacture of bespoke 
loading bay solutions. Ian Langan, 
Technical Director at Thorworld 
Industries was integral to the 
project’s design and management, 
and explains more about the 
solution installed. 
 
“The Ebrofrost project has 
been truly custom-made, as the 
company needed equipment 
with features that replicate its 
European operations, while 
serving to prevent hygiene and 
contamination issues. 
 
“These requirements led us 
to design a platform and ramp 
solution, capable of utilising an 
existing covered area to the 
side of a building within the 
company’s yard - we then created 
an extension from there to the 
factory. To heighten food safety 
standards further, a modular 
dock pod including an inflatable 
seal was also installed; designed 
to fit around the vehicles and 
containers coming into the 
facility. This design presented an 
ideal solution that would both 
enclose the vehicles, and infill 
the building’s existing opening to 
create a factory wall.” 
 
Nathan Goodsell, Managing 
Director at Ebrofrost UK explains 
more: “The new Thorworld 
loading bay solution is a fantastic 
improvement on our previous 
system, and has already begun 
to reinforce safety standards as 
we increase our productivity for 
2018. While we used to handball 
the 1mt bags of semolina to the 
back of the delivery container 
using hand operated pallet trucks, 
we can now forklift loads directly 
into the back of vehicles and 
containers, removing the need for 
staff to enter, and the associated 
risks. Previously, deliveries 
could often result in a bag being 
dropped or damaged, however 

the new equipment minimises 
the manual task involved, so 
consequently reduces health and 
safety risk, as well as product 
losses. 
 
“The completed Thorworld 
installation has met the design 
brief completely, and will perform 
effectively as part of our wider, 
European operation. We’re 
delighted with the equipment, 
it’s quality and the service both 
Thorworld and Darmax have 
provided, and look forward to 
seeing the loading bay’s function 
serve Ebrofrost’s increasing need 
as we progress into 2018.”

www.thorworld.co.uk
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Transmon Engineering adapt 
SiteZone to create the ‘Slow and 
stop’ system to keep personnel 
safe from forklift collision. 
 
SiteZone Safety’s partner in the 
warehouse and logistics sector, 
Transmon Engineering, has 
created a new option for the 
SiteZone RFID (Radio Frequency 
Identification) proximity warning 
system specifically for forklifts. 
‘Slow and Stop’ further enhances 
the SiteZone safety capability by 
automatically slowing a forklift 
truck’s speed on detection of a 
worker’s tag, whether they are 
visible by the driver or not. 
 
‘Slow and stop’ is an adaptation 
of the original SiteZone 

proximity warning system 
which was originally designed to 
protect workers from collisions 
with work vehicles. This works 
by having RFID detectors fitted 
onto vehicles, whilst workers 
have RFID emitters fitted onto 
their hard hats or sleeves. The 
wearable tag vibrates making 
workers on foot aware that 
they are in the path of a moving 
vehicle, like a forklift or plant; 
whilst vehicle operators are 
alerted with an alarm and 
flashing lights inside their cabs. 
 
Gary Escott, Director at 
SiteZone Safety says: “Using 
Slow and Stop in depots and 
warehouses will significantly 
reduce risk of vehicle / personnel 

collision. It adds yet another 
dimension to safety in confined 
and low visibility spaces by 
assisting the vehicle operator in 
slowing to a safe speed. It’s an 
extra pair of eyes in a challenging 
work environment.” 
 
Ross Munro, Business 
Development manager at 
Transmon Engineering says: “Our 
knowledge and experience in 
materials handling safety and 
control, partners perfectly with 
SiteZone Safety’s expertise in 
the field proximity warning 
technology. This combined gives 
an innovative product offering 
to the marketplace designed to 
further increase site safety”. 
www.proximitywarning.com

Automatic Forklift 
Control launched by 
SiteZone Safety and 
Transmon Engineering
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International supply chain 
solutions provider TouchPath 
(www.touchpath.com) is 

to implement its ‘TouchWMS’ 
warehouse management 
system for leading bathroom 
fittings company VADO, which 
exports to 60 countries and is 
a member of the publicly listed, 
£271.2 million turnover*, 1,700-
employee Norcros PLC group 
of companies. VADO manages 
four warehouses in Somerset 
totalling 651,186 sq. feet and 
despatches in excess of 30,000 
units per week. TouchWMS 
will be integrated with VADO’s 
existing Microsoft Dynamics 
NAV ERP system and will 
manage all warehouse processes 
including production picking and 
reporting. (*Financial year ended 
31 March 2017) 
 
Commenting on VADO’s reasons 
for investing in TouchWMS, 
Quality & Operations Director 
Rachel Kirk says: “The new WMS 
is central to the Company’s 
programme of warehouse 
process improvement that 
supports our five-year strategy 
for growth. The new system will 
allow us to improve accuracy, 
record movements in real-
time and increase our ability 
to report on and manage our 
operations function. We looked 
at a number of options before 
deciding that TouchWMS has the 
functionality to meet our needs, 
both now and in the future. 
TouchPath seem to understand 
our business well and are 
keen to provide the practical 
solutions we need.” 

 
VADO markets and distributes 
over 4,000 bathroom products 
to more than 1,300 UK retailers 
and nearly 200 architects, 
designers and other hotel and 
housing specifiers in the UK, and 
to over 60 countries worldwide. 
 
TouchPath uses smart, 
flexible modules that can be 
bolted together in almost 
any combination to deliver 
a customised solution at an 
off-the-shelf price, deploying 
systems technology that 
captures more information for 
better business performance 
and faster ROI, according to 
the company. TouchPath is 
installing TouchWMS at VADO 
with implementation partner 
Patchworks. 
 
TouchPath has operations in the 
UK (Halifax HX1 5ER) and the 
USA (High Point, NC 27265). 
 
www.touchpath.com

VADO invests 
in TouchPath 
Warehouse 
Management System
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New strategic partnerships 
and investments in 
critical areas of the 

business have strengthened 
LPR’s pallet pooling service, with 
new client wins confirming its 
significance. 
 
As a leading provider of pallet 
pooling services to the fast-
moving consumer goods 
(FMCG) sector, competitive 
efficiency and excellent 
customer service are key to La 
Palette Rouge’s (LPR’s) success. 
With recent wins including 
leading FMCG manufacturers 
such as United Central Bakeries 
and Task Consumer Products, 
alongside an expansion of 
LPR’s presence in the logistics 
industry, the company has 
been undergoing a strategic 
streamlining review to ensure 
that LPR’s facilities and systems 
not only run as efficiently 
as possible but exceed the 
company’s already first-rate 
customer service levels in the 
future. 
 
As a result of the review 
process, an outsourcing 
partnership and advanced 
automation solution have been 
implemented. Although in their 
infancy, both are already proving 
to be excellent investments. 
 
Inspection and repair 
partnership 
 
Following an analysis of LPR’s 
pallet inspection and repair 
operations, the company has 
restructured this area of the 
business through a strategic 

Streamlined approach 
elevates LPR’s service

partnership with James Jones & 
Sons (Pallets & Packaging) Ltd. 
The alliance sees James Jones 
& Sons providing a full pallet 
inspection and repair service for 
LPR from their Golborne site, as 
well as taking on responsibility 
for the management of LPR 
operations at Castleford and 
Stretton. 
 
Speaking of the changeover, 
Adrian Fleming, regional 
director of LPR UK and 
Ireland, said: “Entering into a 
partnership with a timber pallet 
and manufacturing specialist as 
trusted and reliable as James 
Jones & Sons has really helped 
LPR further improve the service 
offering we provide to our 
customer base. The relationship 
has got off to a fantastic start 
with successful changeovers 
at Golborne, Castleford and 
Stretton and we’re looking 
forward to building on this 
moving forward.” 
 
Increasing pallet 
productivity through 
expertise 
 
This strategic partnership 
has allowed LPR to continue 
to deliver the highest quality 
service to its customers. Gil 
Covey, Executive Chairman of 
James Jones & Sons (Pallets 
& Packaging), “We are very 
pleased to have secured this 
contract with LPR. The James 
Jones Group has expertise 
and experience in providing 
pallet inspection and repair 
services to all the major UK 
pallet pool companies and we 

have successfully followed this 
model which is proven in other 
European countries. 
 
“James Jones is the market 
leader in supplying pallet timber 
in the UK and our experience 
in pallet repair services fits well 
with our Company’s leading 
position in the manufacture of 
new, high quality dried pallets. 
We are in a unique position to 
offer security and supply of all 
timber and pallet products and 
services.” 
 
Optimising efficiency 
through automation 
 
LPR’s commitment to 
continuous improvement 
has also opened the door 
to a strategic partnership 
to automate some of the 
company’s nationwide network 
of facilities. The upgrades 
at present include the full 
automation of two LPR depots, 
driving the ongoing expansion of 
the business still further in the 
UK. 
 
The strategic partnership that 
has made this automation 
process possible is with logistics 
specialist XPO, where LPR has 
committed a six-figure sum 
to automate its facilities at 
Sywell and Avonmouth. Simon 
Wood, Operations Director 
for LPR UK and Ireland, 
comments: “These upgrades 
signal LPR’s intent to continually 
improve efficiencies across its 
UK network, while ensuring 
safety and first-rate working 
environments.” 

 
The move to automation in 
Sywell and Avonmouth depots 
will be fully implemented during 
2018 and will ensure that LPR 
continues to deliver the highest 
level of service to its customers 
as LPR’s business grows over 
the coming years. 
 
Another benefit of the strategic 
partnership is the investment 
LPR has committed to its flatbed 
vehicle service with XPO. The 
offering is being successfully 
rolled out across the North 
West, and LPR is working with a 
number of transport businesses 
with a view to offering a similar 
service UK-wide. 
 
LPR’s decision to form strategic 
partnerships with James Jones 
& Sons (Pallets & Packaging) 
Ltd and XPO has ensured that 
the next stage of the company’s 
growth in the UK is secured. 
With a continued focus on 
streamlining processes to drive 
customer service excellence, 
LPR’s success in the FMCG 
sector looks set for many years 
to come.
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Recofloor  

2017 was a record-breaking year 
for Recofloor with 563 tonnes 
of waste vinyl flooring collected 
for recycling into flooring or 
other products. Collections 
from contractors rose by 10.5% 
compared to last year, diverting 
even more vinyl flooring from 
landfill. 
 
Distributors and contractors 
signed up to Altro and Polyflor’s 
national vinyl flooring recycling 
initiative contributed an 
impressive 397 tonnes (71%) to 
last year’s total. The majority of 
material collected was smooth 
and safety vinyl offcuts (533 
tonnes). 
 
Since 2009, the scheme’s 700-
plus members throughout the 
UK and Ireland have collected 
3,771 tonnes of waste vinyl 
flooring. This equates to 
1,257,000 m2 of material that 
has been recycled with 3,016.80 
tonnes of CO2 savings – an 
equivalent saving to driving 

around the equator 1,524 times 
in an average car. 
 
Commenting on the 2017 
results, Recofloor’s Project 
Officer Joe Gardner said greater 
marketing efforts, including 
the Grand Tour visiting 63 
distributors last year with 
accompanying website blogs, had 
made an impact and encouraged 
greater participation. 
 
One such example is Mike 
Doran, owner of Wigan-based 
MSD Flooring Ltd, who signed 
up to Recofloor last year after 
seeing the collection bins at one 
of his suppliers. 
 
“I felt it was a good idea to 
recycle the flooring – offcuts 
mainly - and the scheme works 
well for us with efficient 
collections,” said Mike. “We do 
a lot of social housing work and 
collecting waste flooring also 
helps the fitters to keep their 
work sites tidy.” 

 
Praising the ‘tremendous 
achievement’ from Recofloor 
members towards the annual 
collection record, Joe continued: 
“Their incredible efforts have 
seen our annual collection 
figures grow year-on-year. We 
are around 10% up on what we 
collected throughout 2015.” 
 
He urged those who’ve helped 
to achieve the ‘impressive’ 
amount of flooring collected in 
2017 to be rewarded for their 
efforts by entering the 2018 
Recofloor Awards. 
 
Joe added: “What we’re looking 
for are more contractors 
to share details of projects 
involving flooring supplied by 
Altro and Polyflor that has been 
collected and recycled through 
the scheme. In return companies 
can gain free publicity and an 
opportunity for a case study 
highlighting their successes.” 
 
Recofloor’s success in engaging 
with all levels of the flooring 
chain continues to drive the 
initiative, which has built up 
strong relationships with 
distributors and contractors. 
 
Recycling, versus landfilling, 
waste vinyl flooring can reduce 
collectors’ waste disposal costs 
by up to 70% and also benefits 
the environment. Recofloor also 
collects roll ends, LVT offcuts, 
loose lay and uplifted smooth 
vinyl flooring. 
 
More information on Recofloor 
can be found on: 
www.recofloor.org. Contact 
0161 355 7618 or email info@
recofloor.org.

reaches new waste vinyl 
flooring collection record
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For the very best solutions 
in dynamic pallet storage 
and handling...

Ask for your free copy now and get the best from BITO Pallet Live, 

Shuttle and Racking. The 212 pages of know-how, developed 

over 50 years’ of advising and supporting our customers, will 

provide you with the very best storage and handling in the market.  

T: 024 7638 8852   E: sales@bito.co.uk   www.bito.co.uk

...the Bito Project Guide 
is essential reading
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